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What is an asset? Usually, when people use the word “asset” they mean financial assets
(money) but the word can have a broader definition. Everybody has personal assets—they
posess skills, knowledges, capacities, and resources that they bring with them wherever they go.
Assets can be mobilized—they can be used to help you out in various situations.

We will be designing a capacity inventory survey in-class to get you thinking about all the
skills people might be bringing with them into this course.

Then, you will fill out this survey for yourself to compile a concrete list of the skills you have to
draw on as a student, that | can draw on as your teacher, and that we can all rely on as fellow
members of our classroom community.

Finally, you will choose one of your own personal assets and write an essay about it. This es-
say should:

o Define and explain the asset you have chosen

o Discuss this asset in the context of your own life (in your past, present, future, or all three)
o Explain why this particular skill is an asset. How does it help you? How do you use it?

This should be done in a 3-5 page essay. Your audience is fellow classmates, and this essay
will be shared with the class in order to complete Assignment #3, in which we will be mapping
our classroom’s assets in order to design the final project for this class.
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What is a genre? | am sure you can name many different examples of genres, but what is it
really?

A genre is a set of criteria for writing or composing. These criteria are called “conventions”.

We will be practicing our critical inquiry skills in this unit by creating genre portfolios. For
your portfolio, you will be identifying an example of three different genres. Then, you will
write a critical response to each piece you chooseg, in three different genres. Your portfolio will
also contain an introductory memo explaining your choices as a writer, the audience for each of
your responses, and your critical strategies.

Some examples of critical genres you might choose to write in for this portfolio include:
Review

Blog entry

Opinion

Satire

Letter to the editor

Parody

Personal reflection

Comparison

History

Or any other genre you like, with my approval, including multimedia genres, as well as
something that combines or overlaps multiple genres.

Each of your responses should be 1-3 pages in length (minimum 1 full page) (or the equivalent
if you are writing in a digital or multimedia genre).

Your final portfolio may be turned in digitally or on paper. | must have access to the texts you
are critiquing, so please plan to make them available. (I can work with you to arrange for this.)
Appropriate formatting guidelines will be distributed to the class in a memo closer to the due
date of the project.
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This assignment is about building connections, and organizing knowledge. We will be creating asset
maps that relate each student’s individual assets to each other’s (your teachers’ as well) and the greater
community (be it MSU, Lansing, the world, the internet, or something else...)

We will be building off of work you did in the first two units. Each student will have access to every
other student’s asset inventory, and asset essay. You will need to read these essays to complete this pro-
ject, as well as have access to the data from our capacity inventory survey.

Your goal is to locate literacy within the assets of our classroom. What assets can be seen as forms of
literacy? What kinds of literacy does our class have?

The first task of the assignment is to create, in groups of 4-5 students, a map of our class’s assets. You

may choose your own medium for this map (paper, website, digital document, something else...). It

should

o Represent the skills and capacities we all have, showing what things people have in common as well
as where differences exist

e Build connections between our individual and shared classroom assets and the world outside our
classroom: communities, resources, disciplines

e Connect our literacies to disciplinary literacies at the unversity

e Choose an interested audience and accurately represent our class to them

Next, based on what you have discovered through making this map, you will design an assignment for

our class’s final project. We will be doing these assignments! For assignment #5, you will have the

opportunity to choose from the assignments generated through this project. You should design an as-

signment that:

e Relates to our course’s shared learning outcomes

e Mobilizes assets present in our classroom

o Connects to resources outside of our classroom

e Excites you! Design something that you would be interested in writing/creating and proud to turn in
as your final project.

Finally, you will write a brief (2-3) page personal statement about your experience with this project and
your role in the group.
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Your assignment in this unit is to think about how composing in different media is
a form of writing, and to explore the process of communicating to a familiar audi-
ence in an unfamiliar mode.

You must first choose a piece of writing you have done previously in this course,
and identify the purpose and audience of this piece. Then, in a 1-page proposal,
you must outline how you can compose in a different medium or form to fulfill
the same purpose as this previous writing.

Then, you will do what you proposed to do! Appropriate media include video,
comic book/sequential art, sound, performance, website, or game. A PowerPoint
presentation that turns your paragraphs into bullet points is NOT ACCEPTIBLE.

We will be having a project fair in class during our lab for you to share projects
with each other. Any performative pieces will be shared with the class at this
time, and there will be opportunities for students to display their projects for the
whole class.

You will also write a 1-page writer’s memo describing your intentions with the
piece, evaluating your success using this medium, and reflecting on your experi-
ence.



